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Mr. Charlos O. Tillman, Jr.

Rt. l, Box 45-1
F'airfax, Cklahoma 7 4637

Dear Mr; Tillman:

Thank you for your iofior dated Deeernber 21, 20A6, to Senator John VIcCain, in r,vhioh you seek

his involvement in protecting your trust interests. Senator N4cCain asked o'ur office to respond
directly to you.

OnDecember3,2004, Congress enactedFublic Law 108-43i, 118 Stat.2609 (theAct), which
*^-sl;'---^r tL^ -;-t'1of the Osago Nation to determine its own fonn of government as weli as itsr u4lf, tl I rlwu Lr ru r rErr

membership. Until passage of the Act, the Osage Nation uzas the only fedcrally recognized tribe
that lacked expross congressionai authority to reorganize its fornr of n'ibal goverrunent and

redefine its membe,rship.

At the request of the Tribal govemmenr, the Bweau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Eastern OkXahoma

Region, provid.ed teohnicai assistance and advice pursuant to Section i (bX3) of ttrre Act to ttie
elected Tribal leadership on eonducting an election fo irnplement the Act. After the passage of
ihe Acf, provisions in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) speoifically relatiirg to the Tribe
became obsolete. For instanee, 25 CFR $ 5(e) established a one-quarter degree of Osage Indian
blood degree'requirement rather than membersliip to qualifiT for [ndian Freference in
employrnent. Freviously, lhe BIA had to seek a waiver of that provision to provide ltidian
pref,erence to Osages that were generally considered members but lacked the quarter degree

Osage btrood. The Act clarified the Tribe's membership and made obsoiete the speeial provisiors
of 25 CFR $5(e), which related only to the Osages.

The Act inoiuded a provision "that the rights of any person to Osage mineral estate shares a-re not

diminished thereby," The Osage Constifution, adopted by the vote of the Osage peopie as

determined by the previous elected tribal leadership anc councii, upheld the intent and direction
of the Congress in this regard. There is no need for the BIA to take any furthe" or new action at

this time to protect the Osage rnineral estate for those Osages that share in it, whieh is your
concenr as a headright holder.
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We appreoiate your interest in lndian issues.

Sineerely,

Copy to Senator F.z{cCain's Washington Office
Director, Eastem Oklahoma Region

Direetor, Bureau of Indian Affairs


